
Message from the Chair, Nicky Downer

I am delighted to report on the events of last year.  The 
big highlight was the completion of the building of 
Nana’s House - the three story building which is the 
safe haven for the very vulnerable children of Chorkor, 
a fishing village in Ghana just outside the capital Accra.

ThisThis building provides a fully equipped kitchen, library, 
computer room, shop and offices for Pat Wilkins and 
her 12 staff to run their programs.  There is more about 
this in Sue Vardon’s report on page three. Our 
committee and the Nana’s house staff are very grateful 
for the generous and professional contribution of Mick 
Caratti and Teresa Ruane from Lycopodium Minerals 
PtyPty Ltd who were responsible for the lions share of the 
building. It was our group who introduced them to Pat 
Wilkins and thus began this enduring relationship.

We are grateful too to the Australian High Commission 
in Ghana; Consar Ltd; M Barbisotti and Sons; Webb 
Construction; Southern Cross Engineering; Knight 
Piesold; Antrak (Bollore); Geodrill; Enikon DD Ltd.; 
Africa Mining Services; Africa Underground Mining; 
Group 5 Projects Ltd; BEC Engineering; Victoria 
League; Kimo Home Group; Pasico Ghana Ltd; CP 
Products;Products; Ice Cool Water, Cadling Fashions; 
Coca-Cola Bottling Co.; Holman Petroleum and 
Graphicolor Limited. They all assisted in the creation of 
this wonderful safe haven.

Tax Deduction status

After nearly four years of negotiation with AusAID and 
the Australian Government we are poised to gain tax 
deductible status for donations. In July 2011 the ATO 
required us to change our constitution and establish a 
Ghana Relief Fund to cover any works we might 
choose to support for children across Ghana in 
addition to our work for Nana’s House. We have our 
fingers crossed that the last sign ofingers crossed that the last sign off will happen soon.

Fundraising in the Garden

WWe do like to focus our fundraising in beautiful gardens 
and we were very fortunate that Geoff Stewart the 
owner of “Glenalta” invited us to run his open garden as 
Part of the Stirling Autumn Leaves Festival. Hundreds 
of people enjoyed Dorinda’s soup, afternoon teas , our 
stalls and African entertainment. We had a donated 
raffle.  We are thrilled that Geoff has asked us to do this 
againagain in 2012.  Make sure you put the 29th April in your 
diaries. It’s just opposite the Woodhouse Scout Camp.
We have been energised with our new members and 
look forward to a very successful 2012.

Dates for the Diary
Events in 2012

March 21 st  
“The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel”, 6.30pm 
at the Piccadilly Cinema in North Adelaide.

April 29th
“Glenalta”“Glenalta” Open Garden, Stirling Autumn 
Leaves Festival.  A spectacular Vista and 
just opposite the Woodhouse Scout Camp.
50 Old Carey Gully Road, Stirling.

November 4th
Open Garden “Akwaaba” African Festival at 
Dulwich House.

AS  AK4 Newsletter

FEBRUARY 2012



Message from Dorinda Hafner 
AS4AKAS4AK was set up to continue the work of my parents amongst 
the poorest families in the Accra suburb of Chorkor.  It was a 
dream of mine to follow my parents' good work to support 
projects there to help the children within their families.  We 
linked up with Pat Wilkins from BASICS - a kindred spirit with 
the same vision and the activities have gone from strength to 
strength.

“You“You give but little when you give of your possessions. It is 
when you give of yourself that you truly give.  Keep me away 
from the wisdom which does not cry, the philosophy which 
does not laugh and the greatness which does not bow before 
children”

InIn Ga, the language of Ghana’s capital we say “wuor ker 
tummo ber shidaa” in other words, a chook and a dump (where 
it scratches for daily sustenance) never need to thank each 
other because they are so interdependent.

ButBut for the generosity and unwavering support of all of you our 
members and supporters, we at AS4AK couldn’t do the work 
we do and as well as we do it so in English, A BIG THANK 
YOU. So many children are benefitting directly from our efforts 
and as a result they now have a chance in life.  Let’s keep up 
our good work.  See you at our next exciting fundraiser.

The Basics’ Ambassador
The Australian Scott O’Halloran

ScottScott visited Nana’s House and was so impressed that he 
became a regular visitor and contributor. He spoke at one of 
our Annual General meetings. In the last year he has 
increased his contribution by becoming a member of the 
board of directors of BASICS.

HeHe is making a documentary telling the stories of some of 
the children who go to Nana’s House for safety and 
education.   He has great relationships with the children and 
they have opened up to him with moving, funny and 
emotional interviews.  His nickname in Ghana is Scottscott.  
He has been teaching at Nana’s House and has been 
holding schools responsible for complying with Ghana laws 
whichwhich require them to give report cards for the students.  
Scott has been sponsored by Mick Carrati in his work.

A message from Pat Wilkins
Founder and Director of BASICS and Nana’s House.
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A Report on
A Visit to Basics
In Chorkor Ghana

By Sue Vardon

AnAn unexpected trip to Ghana in August 21011 gave me a 
chance to visit Nana’s House and see the results of a lot of 
people’s hard work.  I was excited to see the building and the 
cooking project our fundraising had been sponsoring. The 
drive to Chorkor took about 40 minutes from the capital 
Accra.

AsAs we passed through Chorkor on the way, our driver 
commented that it was a well laid out suburb. It wasn’t as 
rambling as other poor areas we had seen but there were 
open drains and poor roads and very humble housing. 

There are other building associated with Nana’s House in the 
neighbourhood. One of them provides accommodation at 
fairly cheap rates for volunteers.

ThereThere were many children in the courtyard dancing and they 
gave us warm greetings. They knew we were from Australia 
and raised money for them. The courtyard in front of the 
house has a covered area either side with chairs and tables 
for activities. There is a very clean toilet block on the left near 
the building  but problems with the water tanks meant that 
the water wasn’t flowing. There were buckets of water for 
flushing.flushing.

We went inside the building which was well appointed. The 
first stop was the kitchen on the left which was very clean.  
There was a freezer, fridge, industrial ovens, storage areas, 
sinks and a central work bench. Children’s meals are cooked 
here and one of the windows opening onto the courtyard is 
used to serve the children as they queue outside.  In the 
afternoon are cooking classes.

On the right at the front was the incentive store where 
children save up stars they earn for deodorant, underwear 
etc.   It also doubles as a store for the sale of goods made by 
the children. 

The second floor has a well stocked library, study centre on 
one side and a meeting room on the other. The meeting 
room is also used for meditation to calm the children.

OnOn the third floor is an office area on one side and a very 
popular computer room on the other.  It was very tidy with 20 
computers on little desks. These had been supplied by the 
Victoria League after representations made at Nicky 
Downer’s suggestion.  Unfortunately there is only money for 
4 ($60) to be connected to the internet because there aren’t 
sufficient funds to pay the $200 per month to have them all 
attached.attached.

There is a strong philosophy of recycling in the centre.  
Nothing is wasted.  Scrap paper is used for collages on 
cardboard. In Ghana, water is sold in small plastic bags 
which cause terrible litter.  The children collect them and sew 
them together to make carry bags.   Others bundle them up 
and sell them for stars.  Stars are “cashed in” for personal 
items like deodorant. There are a few older style sewing 
machines for the children to use.machines for the children to use.

The relationship the children have with Pat is very strong.   
She is loving and firm at the same time. She does not try to 
substitute for parents but the concept of a safe haven is very 
real.

It made the hours cooking Dorinda’s soups for fundraising 
worth while!
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Sue is a retired pharmacist with a very 
creative energy which she directs to 
cooking, preserving chutnies and 
jams.  Sue runs the annual Fullarton 
Park Craft Fair.   She has been a 
volunteer for Red Cross and other 
charities.  Sue is a member of the 
FriendsFriends of the Helpmann Foundation.  
Sue loves playing bridge.
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Board members of AS4AK are President Nicky Downer 
AM BA; Deputy President Sue Vardon AO; Treasurer 
Jeffrey Milton CA BEc; Dorinda Hafner CMC FADO FBOA 
(Disp); Julie Ann May; Joanne Staugas LLB; Susan 
Herald; Kristen Jackman; Carmen Garcia; Maria 
Panagiotidis; Chris Griguol.
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